


TOP SALES ASSOCIATES HONORED
Inland Real Estate Brokerage
announced its top performers of 2009
at the companyʼs annual  awards cere-
mony. Sales associates from the firmʼs
four offices in Illinois and Indiana com-
peted for the honors of “Sales 
Associate of the Year 2009” and 
“Listing Agent of the Year 2009”. 

Paul Montes, senior commercial broker
with the Oak Brook office, was honored
with the top award, “Sales Associate of
the Year.” Upon acceptance of the
award, Montes acknowledged his part-
ner, Eric Spiess, commercial associate.
Montes and Spiess teamed together 
on most transactions during the year.  

Montes closed a number of successful
sales and leases in 2009, including the

recent completion of three leases in
Michael Center, a 5,000 square foot
newly-constructed retail center located

at 249 South River Road in Des
Plaines, Ill. Montes and Spiess brought
the totally vacant center to 100 percent

occupancy. Montes joined Inland in
2006 after 15 years in real estate devel-
opment, analysis and private business. 

“Listing Agent of the Year” went to Keith
Warpinski, commercial broker with the
Yorkville office. Warpinski has worked
with Inland for less than one year and
listed over $40 million of land, retail and
industrial properties in 2009. 

“These awards recognize hard work,
creativity and proven results,” said
Jonathan J. Stein, president. “Paul and
Keith work tirelessly to navigate the dif-
ficult commercial real estate environ-
ment and achieved significant accom-
plishments in a challenging year, com-
pleting even more transactions in 2009
than they did in 2008.”
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Paul Montes (right) and Eric Spiess shared the
“Sales Associate of the Year” award.

Inland Real Estate
Brokerage, and other
Inland entities,
recently became
members of the
Chicago Association
of REALTORS® .    

“By joining CAR, we
are providing our
commercial practi-
tioners with a strong
partner and voice in
the commercial real estate marketplace,” said Jonathan J.
Stein, president of Inland Real Estate Brokerage. “With its
12,000 members and commitment to investment real
estate brokers, CAR will provide a broad range of profes-
sional opportunities and services for Inland personnel,
including the Commercial Forum.” 

CARʼs Commercial Forum has approximately 1,000
members and offers networking opportunities, education
and government relations issue support for the commer-
cial practitioner. 

Ginger Downs, CEO of CAR added, “Working closely with
the commercial real estate constituency is very important
to us, and having Inland as part of our membership, with
their business acumen, history and savvy, will help us
reach commercial practitioners across Chicagoland.”

ARTMAN BROKERS SALE OF MONTGOMERY RETAIL CENTER
Rich Artman, vice president and managing brok-
er of the Yorkville office of Inland Real Estate
Brokerage, Inc., recently brokered the sale of a
12,903 square foot retail center in Montgomery,
Illinois for $720,000. 

Artman represented both the buyer and the sell-
er, a real estate investment trust. The three ten-
ant property, located near Route 30 and Douglas
Road, is home to Merlinʼs Muffler and Sound
Experience, a car audio center. The purchaser, a
real estate investor, plans to bring in an auto

repair tenant. 

“The buyer
saw this as a
great oppor-
tunity to uti-
lize this loca-
tion for a spe-
cialty use,”
Artman said. “In 2009 we completed a larger vol-
ume of creative smaller deals. These are the
deals occurring in the current environment.”

INLAND JOINS THE CHICAGO 
ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS®

1460-1490 Douglas Road,
Montgomery, Ill.

Paul Cawthon, senior commercial associ-
ate, and Angelo Labriola, commercial
associate, both of the Chicago office,
recently brokered the sale of an industrial
storage and office property in Cicero, Ill. 

The property, located at 5859 West Ogden
Avenue, consisting of a 3,000 square foot
office building and a 9,000 square foot
garage, sold for $600,000.

Cawthon and
Labriola repre-
sented both the
purchaser, an
industrial storage
company, and the
seller, a former
waste disposal
company, in the
transaction. 

“The new owners were looking for addi-
tional storage to supplement space at their
headquarters in Chicago,” Cawthon said.
“This property sits on a one acre secured
lot with easy access to transportation. It is
ideal for this type of use.”

CAR CEO Ginger Downs and 
Dan Wagner, vice president, The

Inland Real Estate Group.
CHICAGO OFFICE SELLS CICERO INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY

5859 W. Ogden Ave., Cicero, Ill.

Bill Goodwin accepted the
“Listing Agent of the Year”

award on behalf of 
Keith Warpinski
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